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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

 As the new interim President, I would þrst like to take the opportunity to thank Will Ticknor for his 
support and leadership as President of CARTA. Following Willõs resignation in February, the Board appointed 
me to take over as interim President and Ben Brown to þll my role as International Liaison between now and 
October, when the new slate of ofþcers and Board members is installed. Elections are coming up this summer.  
I urge you to submit your suggestions for President, Treasurer, Secretary or Board member to Claire Odenheim 
(claire@zianet.com) and Joy Poole (amusejoy@msn.com), nominating co-chairs. Please include name, contact 
information and a short paragraph about each potential candidate.

A highlight of this year was the strategic planning retreat held in Mountainair on March 12-14, at the 
Shaffer Hotel, where we waited for Pop Shafferõs ghost to join us at any moment in this 1923 Pueblo-Deco 
style National Historic Register building. We took over the old hotel. By Sunday it felt like home, the emerging 
camaraderie among us was palpable, and we had accomplished what we set out to do. I would like to thank 
and compliment Executive Director Jean Fulton for her tremendous amount of preliminary work that made 
this planning retreat a resounding success.  

Of note was the opening night after-dinner presentation by guest speaker Steve Elkinton, Program 
Leader for the National Trails System (NPS) in Washington, DC, since 1989, and author of The National Trails 
System: A Grand Experiment. Steve spoke with authority about the strategic planning process, sharing with us 
his knowledge of how other national historic trail groups have dealt with the challenges that we face today, 
stressing the value of diversity in our leadership, membership and programming. Steve returned on Sunday 
morning to join some of us for a þeld trip to the spectacular Quarai Mission and Ruins. 

  With the expert professional guidance of Stacey Cox and Lisa LaRocque, outside facilitators, we looked 
at CARTA from its present state as a young trail association now to where we want it to be in þve years.  
Issues that we examined included membership growth; organizational structure; education and outreach; 
programming; preservation, signage and interpretation of the trail; and þnancial sustainability. Cultural 
diversity was a common thread.

Weõll be reviewing the plan with our Federal partners, the BLM and the NPS, and posting a draft 
on our website for membership review and comments. We want to hear from you our members, with your 
thoughts and suggestions. Ultimately, we want to produce a document that belongs to all of us.  

Please mark your calendar in anticipation of our annual meeting in Santa Fe on Saturday afternoon, 
October 16, 1-4 PM, at a location yet to be determined. As Iõm sure youõre aware, Santa Fe is observing the 
400th anniversary of its founding. CARTA is commemorating this celebration by participating in The Threads of 
Memory: Spain and the United States, an exhibition at the New Mexico History Museum of rare documents from 
Spain.

Iõm looking forward to seeing all of you at our annual meeting!

Respectfully,                         

Tisa Gabriel
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FROM THE EDITORS ON THE HORIZON

    The Threads of Memory: Spain and the United States (El 
Hilo de la Memoria: España y los Estados Unidos), from 
the Archivo General de Indias in Seville, Spain, opens its 
U.S. tour at the New Mexico History Museum in Santa 
Fe on October 17, 2010. In tandem with this ground-
breaking exhibition, the Fall 2010 Chronicles will feature 
an interview with Frances Levine, Director of the History 
Museum and Palace of the Governors. Below is a preview 
of whatõs in store.  	 	

“New Mexico History Museum to open 
Archive of the Indies Exhibition” 

    
 	 The Archivo General de Indias is a historic archive responsible for 
the custody of more than eighty million pages of documents spanning 
over three centuries of Spain’s history in the Americas. Among these 
are rare documents of American history that provide a far-ranging 
survey of Spanish settlements in North America and speak to the 
importance of the Hispanic roots of American culture. The Threads 
of Memory will be the ýrst time that many of these documents have 
been displayed together in the United States. The bilingual exhibition 
contains primary documents of vital signiýcance to the Southwest, 
New Mexico, El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro and the United States, 
bringing into focus the profound inþuence of Spain on our country. 
Before Jamestown was settled and long before Western Expansion 
deýned us, Spanish explorers began documenting and colonizing the 
nation. They gave Europeans some of their ýrst glimpses of a faraway 
land and planted the seeds of a culture that þourishes today. Among 
the archival treasures on view are the 1609 instructions to Governor 
Pedro de Peralta from the Viceroy of Spain establishing conditions for 
the founding of Santa Fe, and papers detailing aid given by Spain to 
the United States during the American Revolution. It will place New 
Mexico within the context of the Spanish settlement of the country.  
This exhibition will change American perspectives on our nation’s 
founding history, shifting widespread perceptions of the countryôs 
origins from colonial New England to the southern and western 
Spanish borderlands. 
					     ð Frances Levine, Ph.D

The Threads of Memory will be on display at the New Mexico History 
Museum in Santa Fe from October 17, 2010, to January 9, 2011; the El Paso 
Museum of Art from January 23 to April 24, 2011; and the Historic New 
Orleans Collection from May 11 to July 10, 2011.

 (above) A 1598 drawing of a buffalo accompanies “Account of the journey to 
the cows of Cíbola” that Sgt. Major Vicente de Zaldívar made in the province of 
New Mexico. Photo courtesy of the Archivo General de Indias.

     We are very grateful to those who 
have contributed their time and talent 
to CARTA and Chronicles over this 
snowy winter.  
     Stephanie Long volunteered to 
upgrade CARTAõS website. A resident 
of Las Cruces, she is Senior Curator 
of Collections for the City of Las 
Cruces Museums. Stephanie has 
worked as a software developer and 

occasionally returns to the tech-world for projects such as 
thisñluckily for us! Head over to www.caminorealcarta.
org and see for yourself what she has done to make the 
site more professional, informative and attractive. While 
youõre there, please take a look at òConquista, Reconquista, 
Desconquista...,ó the recently posted Spanish version of 
Enrique Lamadridõs essay in the Winter 2010 Chronicles 
on multiple layers of hidden messages in Indo-Hispanic 
rituals along the Camino. We have Jos® A. Dominguez Jr. 
to thank for the excellent translation. 
     Once again Chronicles is fortunate to have Francisco 
Uvi¶aõs pen-and-ink drawings illustrating Hal Jacksonõs 
narrative about the adventures of James Kirker, òApache 
Scalp Hunter,ó in the þnal installment of this lively 
tale. George Torok, CARTAõs þrst president, has not 
been letting any grama grass grow under his feet, as 
evidenced by his comprehensive history of Isleta Pueblo, 
accompanied by evocative period photographs from 
the 1880s through 1920s. Just a few years after Mexican 
independence, an American doctor, Rowland Willard, 
headed west on the Santa Fe Trail and down through 
New Mexico to Chihuahua on the Camino Real.  Thanks 
to Joy Pooleõs transcription of Dr. Willardõs diary, you can 
read this previously unpublished þrsthand account here 
in the Chronicles. 
     We would like to thank Laurie Frantz, an active 
CARTA member and director of New Mexico Scenic 
Byways, for directing funding from the Byways program 
to CARTA for Chronicles editing. Lastly, we want CARTAõs 
ofþcers and Board to know how much we appreciate their 
support and encouragement. 
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Insiders’ Tours: Anthony (June 5) and 
Armendaris Ranch (Fall) Tours		    
	 Members Jim Andress and Tom Harper continue 
to coordinate with Ted Turnerõs Armendaris Ranch 
manager, Tom Waddell, to schedule òInsidersõ Toursó of 
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro trail segments located 
on Ted Turnerõs private property north of Engle, New 
Mexico. A fall excursion is planned. In the meantime, 
please see the inside back cover for news of our þrst 
ofþcial òInsidersõ Touró on El Camino Real near Anthony, 
New Mexico, on Saturday, 5 June 2010! We are optimistic 
that this Insidersõ Tour will be the þrst in a fruitful series 
of excursions out on the Trail, designed to entertain and 
educate our members. Thanks to Harper and Andress for 
their efforts on our behalf. 

Mexico’s National “Ruta 2010” Initiative
	      CARTA is still looking for a 

volunteer to explore Mexicoõs 
national calendar to keep our 
members apprised of designated 
Ruta 2010 sites and upcoming 
events. This celebration 
commemorates the 200th 

anniversary of Mexicoõs Independence from Spain and 
the 100th anniversary of the Revolution. Information 
about the routes and related historical events is available 
on the ofþcial Bicentennial website at www.bicentenario.
gob.mx. Each route has maps in portable document 
format (PDF) that can be downloaded and printed. The 
site also provides information about historical þgures 
involved in important events. Please let us know if you 
would like to track and highlight upcoming Ruta 2010 
sites and activities for our members.

Studying Cultural Landscapes: Hermosillo and 
Panuco, Mexico
 Board member Joy Poole represented CARTA at the 
January cultural landscape colloquium in Hermosillo, 
Mexico. Nearly two dozen presentations were grouped 
into four sessions: òWest and North Mexico,ó òAD 1450 

to AD 1540: the Lost Century,ó òCollaborating Across 
Cultures,ó and òArchaeology and Society.ó CARTAõs 
attendance is a þrst step in a broader undertaking that 
the BLM, NPS, and Hal Jackson envision for creating a 
bi-national academic and professional team  to develop 
a cultural landscape study at Juan de O¶ateõs boyhood 
hacienda at Panuco, Mexico, or a similarly meaningful 
location. CARTA is looking for volunteers to serve on 
a task force to conduct the preliminary research and 
to help with the arrangements for assembling such a 
team. CARTA is in the process of applying for a BLM 
Challenge-Cost-Share grant to fund a cultural landscape 
study once the team is selected.

El Camino Real Cultural and Heritage Tourism 
Corridor Master Plan
 CARTA is taking the lead in the long-term effort 
to create spur and loop trails from El Camino Real 
communities to the proposed statewide Rio Grande 
River trail, rather than teaming up with the nonproþt 
Groundwork Do¶a Ana (GWDA), which is still in 
formation. A task force comprised of GWDA steering 
committee members, community leaders, and CARTA 
members Sandy Geiger, Paul Deason, Daniel Villa, 
and Meghan Berver are carrying the effort forward. 
Developing the spur and loop trails into a larger 
Cultural and Heritage Tourism Corridor Master Plan was 
identiþed by the Board in the recent CARTA Strategic 
Planning process as the top òTrail Maintenanceó priority. 
The task force will work over the next eight to ten months 
preparing a grant application for federal 2011 Scenic 
Byways funding. New CARTA member Susan Morrison-
Vega has offered to take the lead on the application.
We will be working closely with Mike Taylor (NPS), 
Sarah Schlanger (BLM), and Scenic Byways director and 
CARTA member Laurie Frantz throughout the process. A 
þnal draft of the grant application will be posted on our 
website for review and comment. If awarded, the funding 
will be used to hire a team of consultants to develop and 
implement the corridor master plan. We are seeking 
“gateway community” representatives to partner with 
us in this unprecedented CARTA endeavor!  

NEWS & NOTES
Up and Down El Camino Real
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New CARTA “Speakers Bureau”
 CARTAõs Executive Director has participated in 
AM570 radio interviews, press releases, maintaining 
the United Way website, a nonproþts òShow-and-Telló 
evening at the Branigan Cultural Center, Green Chamber 
of Commerce meetings, Mesilla Valley Economic 
Development luncheons, creating a CARTA panel at the 
Historical Society of New Mexico Conference, serving 
as a New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance Board 
member, a number of history-related conferences, 
a summer lecture series at the Las Cruces Railroad 
Museum, a presentation at the new Mesilla Valley Bosque 
State Park, and gave lectures at Alamogordoõs Rotary 
Club and Leasburg Dam State Park. She will continue 
to take the lead in other activities designed to heighten 
public awareness and gain new members. But she canõt 
do it alone! CARTA is looking for a few good volunteers 
to form a “Speakers Bureau” to help get the word 
out! Please let us know if and how you would like to 
participate. 

Grant Awarded to the Rio Grande Historical 
Collection (Las Cruces, NM)
	 Thanks again to Board member Claire Odenheim 
for assisting with CARTAõs successful effort to obtain 
a generous New Mexico Library Foundation grant 
for the remaining microþlm reels needed to complete 
the Durango Collection at the Rio Grande Historical 
Collection (RGHC). Once the reels have been purchased, 
we will notify the press to publicly thank the New 
Mexico Library Foundation. 

Engineers Without Borders (Mendoceño, Mexico)
 The New Mexico State University 2010 òEngineers 
Without Bordersó project was focused along El Camino 
Real at Mendoce¶o, approximately ten miles south of 
Satevo. At the townõs invitation, over their Spring Break 
the students installed new potable water piping, valves, 
and a simple ÿow control system for grateful residents. 
Disappointingly, CARTA did not participate in this yearõs 
project except for a small personal donation from the 
Executive Director. CARTA is looking for a volunteer 
to work closely with Engineers Without Borders while 
students are assisting communities along El Camino 
Real de Tierra Adentro. This is an ideal opportunity for 
CARTA to actively engage (either through donations, 
expertise, or hands-on work) in worthwhile endeavors 
across the border. 

CARTA’S Revamped Website: www.caminorealcarta.org
	 Stephanie Long, CARTA member and Senior 
Curator of Collections at the Branigan Cultural Center 

(Las Cruces, NM), volunteered 
with Webmaster Russell Stein to 
upgrade CARTAõs website, www.
caminorealcarta.org. The revamped 
and revitalized site has renewed 
vigor and new opportunities for 
visitor interaction. A special shout 

out to Stephanie for all of her hard work! Please watch 
the revised site for up-to-date news announcements, 
links to our partners, Chronicles with featured Spanish 
translations, papers from our September Symposium, 
and CARTAõs Draft Strategic Plan. We are grateful to 
Stephanie for her enthusiasm and expertise, and to 
Russell for giving us such a good start.

Paul Deason Research (Vado to Fort Selden, NM)
	 Paul Deason continues his research with the Herbert 
W. Yeo Papers at the Branigan Public Library and the 
Rio Grande Historical Collection (RGHC MS 0094). As a 
longtime state surveyor and avocational archaeologist, 
Herbert Yeo conducted a lifetime of primary research 
along El Camino Real. Working with CARTA members 
Mary Kay Shannon and Stephanie Long, and with 
the Rio Grande Historical Collection archivists, Deason 
has arranged for the conservation of the highway map 
hand-annotated by Yeo himself.  Deason also has culled 
trail-related information from a series of binders that 
Yeo compiled. The results of this important and timely 
research will contribute to the corridor master plan, 
including the development of El Camino Real community 
spur and loop trails. We look forward with much 
anticipation to Deasonõs þnal report due out this summer.

NPS Challenge-Cost-Share Grant Tentatively 
Awarded to CARTA for Documenting the Jornada 
del Muerto
 Working with CARTA, þlmmaker Jason VanCampõs 
Challenge-Cost-Share proposal and narrative to engage 
young þlm students in documenting the Jornada del 
Muerto has received tentative approval from the National 
Park Service. CARTA is working with Jason and NPS 
technical advisor Otis Halfmoon to submit a þnal 
application before the 1 June deadline. Board members 
Richard Loose and Tom Harper have offered to assist 
with aerial þlming, using their unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs). 
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National History Day (Albuquerque, NM)
	 Ms. Marie Julienne, a high school teacher from the 
Native American Community Academy in Albuquerque, 

took her ninth-grade students on a research journey 
using the El Camino Real as the entry point for exhibits 
in this yearõs National History Day (NHD) competition, 
òInnovation in History: Impact and Change.ó The 
senior groupõs exhibit, òThe Religious Conquest of 
Indigenous Cultures,ó included a four-foot long, hand-
drawn map of the trail from Mexico City to Ohkay 
Owingeh.  Although this project did not place in the 
2010 State NHD Competition, the experience was 
empowering.  Julienne tells us she looks forward to 
working with CARTA on El Camino Real related research 
during next yearõs competition, noting, òThe trajectory 
of ideas motivated by the innovation of this ancient trail 
is so relevant to our youth.ó For more information on 
National History Day, go to www.nhd.org. To volunteer 
for National History Day 2011, please contact Jean Fulton 
or Claire Odenheim. Please help us identify additional 
teachers and students willing to participate in Camino 
Real research for next yearõs National History Day.

National Trust Cultural Resources Preservation 
Coalition
 CARTA is grateful to members Rob Spence, Rebecca 
Slaughter, and Stephanie Long for offering to share 
the responsibility of representing us on the National 
Trustõs Cultural Resources Preservation Coalition.  This 
national coalition of stakeholders is invested in protecting 
resources from potential threats, particularly those 
imposed by wind and solar transmission lines and other 
massive undertakings. Our representatives will alert us to 
those issues that could potentially impact our Trail.

Public Lands Foundation Presents National Award 
to CARTA
 The Public Lands Foundation presented CARTA with 

a Landscape Stewardship Certiþcate 
of Appreciation and Citation at the 
February Partnership for the National 
Trails System Leadership Council 
meeting in Washington, DC. The 
Foundation grants this recognition to 
honor private citizens and organizations 
who òwork to advance and sustain 
community-based stewardship on 
landscapesó that include, in whole or in 
part, public lands administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The 
award recognizes CARTA in part for the 
organizationõs òoutstanding leadership, 
vision, and purposeó in motivating 

others to work together to conserve and promote El 
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro. 
 Writes Linda Rundell, BLM NM State Director: 
òCARTA has been an invaluable partneré as we 
work to preserve and protect the historic sites and 
landscapes associatedó with El Camino Real. She further 
acknowledges that CARTA members were òinstrumentaló 
in gaining national recognition for the Trail, and that 
CARTAõs leaders and members continue to work 
òtirelesslyó to protect the landscape and to make the Trail 
story accessible to the public. 
	 The award narrative recognizes that òamong its 
many other accomplishments,ó CARTA has helped to: 
organize public presentations, community meetings 
and professional alliances; assist the traditional 
community of Do¶a Ana in the preservation of historic 
streetscapes associated with the Trail; create a series of 
eight interpretive sites along the El Paso Riverwalk; and 
complete a survey and conditions assessment of all the 
historic markers associated with the Camino Real.  The 
award acknowledges that CARTA serves as an important 
partner in land-use planning and landscape preservation 
on both sides of the shared international border, and 
sponsors cross-border colloquia and symposia. In 2007 
alone, notes the award, the ofþcers and directors of 
CARTA donated over 1,800 hours to preservation projects 
that have led directly to greater stewardship of the Trailõs 
outstanding resources. 
 CARTA would like to thank the Public Lands 
Foundation and the Bureau of Land Management for this 
prestigious and signiþcant award. To read the national 
award nomination, please visit www.caminorealcarta.org.



6   Chronicles of the Trail, Spring 2010 

Hike the Hill
 The Hiking Society kicked off its 13th annual 
òHike the Hilló Trails Advocacy Week with dozens of 
participants walking from the Lincoln Memorial to 
the steps of the U. S. Capitol. In the days prior to the 
hike, outdoor enthusiasts and trail advocates learned 
grassroots lobbying skills to promote increased funding 
for celebrating our shared heritage, the hiking experience, 

and our nationõs system of trails. Afterward, advocates 
met with federal land management agencies, members 
of Congress, and the Obama administration to request 
funding and policies that protect and promote trails and 
the hiking experience, including related land and nature 
conservation efforts.
 Hike participants included local high school and 
university students, hiking groups, The Conservation 
Fund, Student Conservation Association, National Park 
Foundation, The Wilderness Society, American Trails, 
Outdoor Alliance, Congressional Trails Caucus, The 
Trust for Public Land, Partnership for the National Trails 
System, and representatives from the nationõs Rails-to-
Trails, Historic, Scenic, and Recreational Trails.

From the Quarai Choir Loft to the Jornada del 
Muerto
	 Special thanks to National Park Service ranger Murt 
Sullivan for his delightful Sunday tour of the Quarai 
Mission at Salinas Missions National Monument, 
following the boardõs strategic planning retreat in nearby 
Mountainair.  Ranger Sullivan discussed several links 
between Juan de O¶ate and El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro. Most memorable, perhaps, was his pointing out 
the choir loft where Bernardo Gruber made a very unwise 
decision that ultimately cost him his life. 
 Gruber, a trader from Sonora, was known to his 
friends as òEl Alemanó (the German). An inebriated 
Gruber bragged to anyone who would listen to him 
during a Christmas Eve 1666 midnight Mass about a 
magic spell he had recently learned. After scribbling 
on small pieces of paper, he encouraged those standing 
in the choir loft to swallow the papers to protect 
themselves from all bodily harm. Once word reached the 
Inquisitionõs agent at Santa Fe, Gruber was arrested for 
witchcraft.
  After several years imprisoned in a makeshift cell 
at an estancia near present-day Albuquerque, Gruber 
escaped and ÿed southward on El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro with his Apache servant, Atanasio. They headed 
south through Lava Gate and across the desert. After a 
harrowing ride, Gruber, parched and exhausted, rested at 
a place called 
Las Penuelas 
and sent 
Atanasio ahead 
for water. 
Although the 
facts are not 
clear, some say 
that the servant 
murdered 
Gruber. 
Sufþce it to 
say that 
a month later 
travelers accidentally found Gruberõs horse tied to a 
bush, dead. Nearby was a mass of red human hair, a 
skull, and a few gnawed bones. They gathered the solemn 
remains for burial and erected a cross that for many years 
was a familiar landmark known as La Cruz del Aleman, the 
Cross of the German. Although Aleman was neither the 
þrst nor the last individual to die in this barren stretch, 
the name Jornada del Muerto, Journey of the Dead Man, 
harks back to his unfortunate demise. 

Jean Fulton, Murt Sullivan, Steve Elkinton
IN MEMORIAM:
Gail Martinez
 Bertha Gallegos informed us that her dear friend and 
CARTA member Gail Martinez of Denver, Colorado, died 
on February 24, 2010.  We mourn the loss of our member 
and extend our deepest sympathy to Gailõs loved ones.
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“Isleta Indian Detour,” from “Couriercars,”  travel brochure published by Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, Fred Harvey and Hunter Clarkson, Inc, Tours, 1933, 
imprint Chicago: Santa Fe, 1933, Chicago: Rand McNally & Co. Courtesy Museum of the American 
West, credit: Freeman, Autry National Center, MIMSY 95.144.1 www.theautry.org.
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Ancestral Puebloan, culture of the San Juan basin. Tiwa 
Pueblo history includes a migration of people from the 
south, probably the Mogollon, who moved into the region 
and thrived until the fourteenth century. These two 
cultures blended at Shiewipag, which was founded in 
the mid-1300s, one of twelve major Tiwa settlements. The 
village was located at the junction of two major Pueblo 
trails, making it an important cultural center for the 
region. In the sixteenth century the main channel of the 
Rio Grande veered west about a mile north of the pueblo 
while a second one ran east of the settlement along the 
modern alignment. When both river channels were full 
the pueblo became an island, leading the Spanish to name 
the site Isleta.
 During the winter of 1540-41 the Coronado expedition 
waged war against Tiwa pueblos on the Rio Grande, 

 About fourteen miles southeast of downtown 
Albuquerque the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro 
National Historic Trail passes through Isleta Pueblo, 
an ancient Indian settlement on the Rio Grande. Many 
Isletans speak Tiwa, a branch of the Kiowa-Tanoan 
language family that is divided between Southern and 
Northern dialects. Isletans are Southern Tiwa and are 
culturally tied to two other surviving pueblos, Ysleta del 
Sur, Texas, and Sandia Pueblo, New Mexico. Sixteenth-
century Spaniards encountered Southern Tiwa in a series 
of pueblos along the river between Isleta and Bernalillo, 
and called the region Tiguex. The native name for Isleta 
Pueblo, Shiewipag, means òÿint kick-stick place,ó said to 
refer to the shape of the land where the pueblo is built. 
According to oral tradition, Tiwa ancestors came from 
the northwest, most likely descendants of the Anasazi, or 

“Adobe Dwelling of Isleta, New Mexico,” drawing by Maynard Dixon, pencil on paper, L: 10 1/4 in., W: 8 7/8 in., 
September 1900. Courtesy Museum of the American West, Autry National Center, 93.35.1, www.theautry.org.

ISLETA PUEBLO ON THE CAMINO REAL
by George D. Torok
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also descendants of the Mogollon, left the Salinas area 
and migrated northwest. Fleeing drought and Apache 
raids, they abandoned their native villages and settled in 
several Tiwa and Piro pueblos. This new inÿux of settlers 
expanded Isleta to a population of about two thousand by 
the end of the decade.
 During the 1680 Pueblo Revolt, several major 
Indian settlements did not join in the assault on their 
Spanish rulers. In fact, some alerted authorities of the 
impending rebellion and remained loyal to the provincial 
government. For reasons that remain unclear, the Isleta 
Tiwa did not join in the initial attacks but later resisted 
when the Spanish returned. The written records of the 
Spanish and the oral traditions of the Tiwa differ, but 
little archaeological evidence has surfaced to support 
either claim. The Isletans appear to have been divided: 
some cooperated with the Spanish, some ÿed the pueblo, 
some joined the rebellion, and others were taken by force 
down the Camino Real to El Paso del Norte. As the revolt 
broke out on August 10, Lt. Governor Alonso Garc²a and 
a small band of soldiers found themselves in the midst 
of the rebellion, isolated in the Rio Abajo, the southern 
district of the province, below the Villa of Santa Fe. Garc²a 
received erroneous reports that Santa Fe had been taken 
by the rebels and that all Spaniards in the Rio Arriba 
had been killed. By nightfall, they had moved south to 
Sandia Pueblo where they gathered survivors and made 
a desperate retreat south on the Camino Real. The next 
day, the refugee train, led by Garc²a and his soldiers, 
entered Isleta Pueblo. Any plans to attack the Spanish 
were quickly abandoned as the 1500 men, women and 
children overwhelmed the pueblo. Garc²a returned north 

including Isleta. The Spanish were so desperate for food 
and clothing that they plundered village stores and 
demanded goods from the natives. As tensions mounted, 
the Indian population began to resist and the Spanish 
became even more brutal and aggressive. They raided 
villages, burned men at the stake, and survived by 
looting the area until early spring when they continued 
east to the Pecos River. The Isletan Pueblo never forgot 
the treatment they received from the Spanish but 
were surprisingly cordial with later visitors. Forty-one 
years later the much smaller Rodriguez-Chamuscado 
expedition was graciously welcomed by the Tiwa at Isleta 
and left a detailed description of their hosts:

The men cut their hair short and leave on topéa sort 
of skull cap formed by their own hair. Others wear 
their hair long, to the shoulders, as the Indians of 
New Spain formerly did. Some adorn themselves with 
pieces of colored cotton clothéwith which they cover 
their private parts. Over this they wear, fastened at 
the shoulders, a blanket of the same material, painted 
with many þgures and colorséBelow the waist the 
women wear cotton skirts, colored and embroidered, 
and above, a blanket of the same material, painted and 
worked like those used by the men. They wear it after 
the fashion of Jewish women. They gird themselves 
over it with cotton sashes adorned with tassels. They 
comb their hair, which is long. (George P. Hammond 
and Agapito Rey, eds., The Rediscovery of New Mexico, 
1580–1594, 85.) 

 O¶ateõs massive expedition in 1598 frightened the 
Isletans. Fearing a repeat of events from the 1540s, they 
ÿed the site and avoided contact with the colonists. After 
New Mexico was ofþcially settled Franciscan missionaries 
began their work among the pueblos. 
By 1612 Juan de Salas established the 
mission of San Antonio de la Isleta, St. 
Anthony of the Little Island, named 
for St. Anthony of Padua, a thirteenth-
century Portuguese Franciscan. The 
next year a mission church was built 
and by the late 1620s it was described as 
one of the þnest in the entire province. 
Twenty years later records show that 
the mission had added a convent with a 
church organ, and that the Franciscans 
were tending to 750 natives. Agriculture 
ÿourished on mission lands and the 
puebloõs strategic site, a boundary 
between Piro and Tiwa territory and a 
gateway to the Rio Abajo, made it an 
important settlement along the Camino 
Real. In the 1670s Tompiro Indians, 

St. Augustine Church, Isleta Pueblo, NM, 1897, New Mexico Department of Tourism 
Collection. Courtesy New Mexico State Records Center & Archives, no. 2805.
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the next morning and spent two days trying to secure 
the area around Sandia, including his own hacienda, 
and to communicate with Governor Oterm²n in Santa 
Fe. Having received no word from the provincial capital 

and becoming concerned about more impending attacks 
he collected his men and returned to Isleta. By then the 
refugees gathered at the pueblo were a desperate lot. 
They had ÿed their communities in the midst of attacks, 
had few provisions, and many were separated from 
friends and family.
 On August 14 Garc²a called a general meeting of 
political and military ofþcials, including the seven 
surviving missionaries, and a decision was made to 
abandon Isleta Pueblo and seek safety in the south. 317 
Indians, mostly Isleta Tiwa, were joined by Piro and 
Tompiros along the trail, and marched south with the 
Spanish. Not all of the Tiwa went along. Some scattered 
as the þghting intensiþed and others escaped. A few 
remained behind, hiding in the vicinity of the pueblo. 
Others ÿed north to Sandia Pueblo and west into the 
Hopi lands. A few days later when Governor Oterm²n 
arrived at Isleta with his Santa Fe refugees, he found 
the pueblo deserted. He and þve hundred survivors 
continued south along the trail and eventually met up 
with the Garc²a party. Together the two thousand Spanish 
and Indian refugees of the Pueblo Revolt crossed the 
Jornada del Muerto and arrived in El Paso del Norte in 
mid-October. They settled in temporary camps along 
the river, below the Pass. The refugee camp at the Pass 

was at a site called Santísimo Sacramento, the Most Holy 
Sacrament, southeast of present-day Ysleta, Texas. On 
October 12, 1680, after a small temporary chapel was 
constructed, a Catholic mass was celebrated. 

 The Indians 
who went south 
with Garc²a earned 
a reputation as 
òfriendlyó Indians, 
loyal to the Crown 
and the Church. 
Why Isleta did 
not participate 
in the revolt and 
why so many 
Tiwa traveled 
south with the 
Spanish, remains 
unexplained. 
Some historians 
have argued that 
the loyalties of 
the Isleta Tiwa 
had always been 
suspect, and that 

Pop® intentionally did not include them in the rebellion. 
Others have pointed out that when the revolt began 
Spanish soldiers were already present at Isleta, deterring 
any planned or spontaneous attacks. Some have argued 
that the Tiwa were acting expediently, following the 
Spanish because they were the lesser of two evils in the 
midst of the chaotic revolt.
 Governor Oterm²n attempted to re-conquer northern 
New Mexico the next year. On November 5, 1681, he left 
El Paso del Norte with an army of 146 soldiers, 112 Indian 
allies, missionaries and servants. The troops were poorly 
equipped and ill-prepared for the venture. Many were 
armed with only daggers and shields. They secured a 
few sites but Pueblo rebels held þrm at most of the old 
mission settlements. Some Indians, mostly Tiwa and 
Piro, had remained behind and re-occupied Isleta. At þrst 
some of the Tiwa resisted, but Oterm²n was soon able to 
move in and establish a camp at the pueblo. He found 
the church and convent destroyed and burned. Crosses 
were scattered around the village and the churchyard was 
being used as a cowpen. Isletans blamed the destruction 
on Northern Tiwa and Tewa Indians who had raided the 
site. Tensions remained high between the Isletans and 
the Spanish. A few hoped that the Spanish might offer 
some protection from rival natives in the region, but 

Isleta Pueblo, side view of church, c. 1890. New Mexico Department of Tourism Collection.
Courtesy New Mexico State Records Center & Archives, no. 2809.
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others were anxious about their return. As Oterm²nõs men 
ventured into settlements further north they faced intense 
resistance and gained little ground. By January 1682 the 
governor, suspecting that another full-scale attack was 
imminent, ordered a retreat south. When the Spanish 
ÿed, they burned Isleta Pueblo and took 511 captives 
with them. Along the way, 126 escaped. The rest were 
taken down the Camino Real and were resettled near El 
Paso del Norte at Pueblo de Sacramento de la Ysleta, which 
became known as Ysleta del Sur, Southern Isleta. It will 
never be known exactly how many Tiwa were loyal to 
the Spanish, how many were forcibly brought south, or 
how many were simply trying to avoid being caught up 
in conÿict. The events of the 1680s continue to generate 
controversy today, occasionally leading to tensions 
among the Pueblo, especially between the Tiwa people of 
Isleta Pueblo and the Tigua of Ysleta del Sur.
 Governor Diego de Vargas arrived ten years later 
and found Isleta deserted and most of the old mission in 
ruins. Only the walls of the church nave remained intact. 
New Mexico was re-conquered and many old settlements 
were rebuilt, but it was not until 1710 
that Fray Juan de la Pe¶a gathered 
scattered Tiwa from surrounding 
communities and re-established 
Misión San Agustín de la Isleta, St. 
Augustine of the Little Island. St. 
Augustine, the fourth-century bishop 
of Hippo, served as its patron saint. 
Some of the Tiwa who ÿed west after 
the revolt and had settled in Hopi 
communities returned to the pueblo 
with Hopi wives. A few other Hopi 
came to Isleta, but after conÿicts with 
the Tiwa they deserted the pueblo. 
The church was rebuilt, making use 
of the crumbling walls noted by 
de Vargas. Isleta grew slowly and 
several eighteenth-century epidemics 
devastated the Tiwa population. 
Spaniards and mestizos moved to the 
site during the eighteenth century and 
became a sizable portion of the population, especially 
after smallpox ravaged Pueblo communities throughout 
the province. 
 By the 1760s Isleta was stable and began to prosper. 
Fray Francisco Atanasio Dom²nguez, who inventoried the 
missions of New Mexico in 1776, described the pueblo 
as a community of òthree beautiful blocks of dwellingsó 
located in front of the church and convent, with a very 

large plaza to the south. Outside the plaza were newer 
houses, òvery prettily designed,ó made of adobe, but 
of Spanish rather than Pueblo design. He observed 
extensive agriculture around the village, including þelds 
of wheat, maize, green vegetables, fruit orchards and 
vineyards. Livestock grazed the lands along the river. 
Dom²nguez counted 114 families at Isleta, with a total 
population of 454 people. By then the mission church had 
expanded and oversaw chapels in the nearby villages of 
Bel®n, Pararito, and Sabinal.1

 Agriculture and trade ÿourished in the early 
nineteenth century and Isleta prospered. The Camino 
Real passed east of the pueblo; most trail travelers 
camped in the open area along the banks and crossed the 
river to visit the village. By the Mexican era a new branch 
of the Camino along the west bank connected Isleta with 
Los Lunas and Los Lentes. Trade along the Chihuahua 
Trail brought Anglo-Americans to Isleta Pueblo by the 
1840s. In 1846 scientist Friedrich Adolph Wislizenus 
described it as a òsmall village, with its church, green 
þelds, and cluster of cotton and orchard trees, [which] 

looks quite picturesque in the desert around us.ó2 By mid-
century several Tiwa developed successful commercial 
ventures and during the Civil War a few wealthy Isletans 
advanced funds to the Union forces as they secured the 
New Mexico Territory. In the late nineteenth century 
some Keresan Indians ÿeeing factional conÿicts in nearby 
Laguna Pueblo moved to Isleta. They were granted land 
around Oraibi Hill and a house for their ceremonial 

“Opening of the main acequia, Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico,” c. 1894, photograph by Charles F. 
Lummis. Courtesy of Braun Research Library, Institute for the Study of the American West, 
Autry National Center, P.8593, www.theautry.org.
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activities. The Lagunas revived the kachina cult which 
had been almost lost in Isleta. A kachina chief oversaw 
the ceremonies and guarded the sacred masks. An 
organization of Laguna Fathers, who were essentially 
medicine men, appointed their own governor and war 
chief, paralleling the duties of the Isletans. Many of the 
Lagunas left after a few years but those who stayed 
continued their rituals. The Lagunas also brought a 
polychrome style of pottery that is still common in the 
pueblo.
 The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad reached 
Isleta in 1881. The railroad cut through tribal lands, 
disrupted traditional village life, and shook the local 
economy. But it also made the pueblo a popular 
destination for rail travelers and visitors to Albuquerque, 
just thirteen miles to the north. John Gregory Bourke, a 
U.S. Army captain who toured many of the pueblos of 
the Southwest and wrote proliþcally of his impressions 
and experiences, visited Isleta Pueblo in November 1881. 
He found it to have a signiþcant amount of Hispanic and 
growing Anglo-American inÿuence, comparing it more to 

a plaza settlement than the pueblos he had seen further 
north. He noted that the houses around the plaza were 
nearly all one-story adobes with doors opening to the 
ground and ovens often present. Old carretas and newer 
American-style wagons were found throughout the 
village. Bourke visited some of the Tiwa in their homes 

and described the dwellings as òneat, but humble, rooms 
large and well-ventilated.ó They were furnished with 
old buffalo robes on the ÿoor and Navajo blankets for 
bedding. Some, such as the home of the priest, had pine 
plank ÿooring. Bourke was served a lunch of hot coffee, 
onions scrambled with eggs, excellent fresh breads and 
peach turnovers. A mutton stew was served for breakfast. 
He was told that the houses in Isleta were owned by the 
women and that children belonged to the motherõs clan. 
Bourke visited the church and commented on the organ 
he heard, one of the few he had seen in New Mexico. The 
music was strange to him; he described it as òstridulous 
and strainedó but òweird, soft and tender, not to be 
described.ó He was also welcomed into the ceremonial 
kiva which he described as a circular, plastered structure 
above ground. Heavy pine beams supported an earthen 
roof, antelope horns were hung along the walls and a 
central þreplace provided heat and light.
 The pueblo gained further fame through the writings 
of Charles F. Lummis, an eccentric newspaperman 
who lived in Isleta in the 1880s and had unprecedented 

access to some of the sacred 
sites and ceremonies of the 
pueblo. Lummis became 
one of the early advocates 
of Native American rights, 
often citing his experiences 
at Isleta Pueblo. Pioneer 
anthropologist Adolph 
Bandelier also was a frequent 
visitor and recorded many 
ancient tribal practices. 
Photographers carefully 
documented and produced 
renderings of the people and 
village. George Benjamin 
Wittick, Edward Curtis [see 
front cover—eds.], and A.C. 
Vroman created some of the 
best-known images of 19th-
century life in Isleta.  Interest 
from the outside world 
brought new opportunities to 
the pueblo. Traditional crafts

were revived and the railroad provided a steady stream 
of visitors in the twentieth century. 
 Today, the inner core of the Isleta settlement 
remains much as it was in centuries past and, as a well-
preserved Native-American village, it was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1975. The 

Church at Isleta Pueblo, n.d., New Mexico Department of Tourism Collection. 
Courtesy New Mexico State Records Center & Archives, no. 2771.
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puebloõs centerpiece is the St. Augustine Church which 
faces the large central plaza and may be the oldest 
continuously used church in the United States. When 
Isleta was re-settled in the early years of the eighteenth 
century, surviving segments of the original 1613 walls 
were incorporated into the new structure. During the 
eighteenth century repairs and improvements were made 
to the church, and a two-story convento with an arched 
portico was added and a large plaza area in front. By the 
1770s the settlement had lost some of its Native-American 
appearance as individual Spanish-style dwellings were 
built around the plaza area. Major church renovations 
were carried out after the 1880s, as territorial and, later, 
Gothic and Anglo-American features were integrated 
into the structure. The facade was re-plastered and two 
wooden towers were added at the east and west end 
of the church. Boards covered the bare wooden ÿoors 
and new icons and þxtures were placed throughout the 
interior. By the 1920s a tin roof and prominent Gothic 
turrets were added, making the church an eclectic 
mixture of designs and styles. After 1959 the church was 
restored to a more cohesive, traditional adobe style as 
many of the Gothic exterior features, such as the pitched 
roof, wooden steeples, crosses and spires, were removed. 
Cement plaster was applied to the exterior walls and 
belfries. The cluttered interior was cleaned and simpliþed 
and pews were installed. Natural light illuminated the 
church altar once again through the ancient clerestory, 
making the òlight quality at Isleta one of the most 
beautiful and effective of all the mission churches.ó But 
many Isletans objected to the renovations made. The Tiwa 
argued that their ceremonial dances were to take place 
on the barren earth, not on the large concrete slab that 
the Anglos had poured. Other disagreements about the 
church and its disregard for Native-American traditions 
eventually culminated in the closing of St. Augustine by 
the archbishop.  It was not until the mid-1970s that Isleta 
was once again recognized as a parish, a resident priest 
was assigned, and compromises were reached about the 
design and style of the church. 
 For centuries a cofþn buried in the mission church 
was said to contain the remains of Father Juan de Padilla, 
the þrst Christian martyr of the Southwest, who came to 
New Mexico with the 1540 Coronado expedition. Padilla 
ventured into the Great Plains to work at the legendary 
city of Quivira and lost his life while trying to convert 
the Indian populations of the north. The story is told that 
Padillaõs body was brought to Isleta after the original 
1612 church had been constructed and was interned in the 
church nave, a common practice in colonial New Mexico. 

Father Padillaõs cofþn was said to rise to the surface every 
few years allowing believers a glimpse of the martyred 
father and a chance to have contact with the entombed 
body. In the nineteenth century many people in the Isleta 
area claimed to have small pieces of the old padreõs 
clothing which were thought to have miraculous healing 
powers. In 1959 the wooden cofþn and mummiþed body 
were exhumed during the remodeling and examined 
by a pathologist. The body was determined to be that 
of a much later priest, Fray Juan Jos® Padilla, who was 
buried in the sanctuary in the mid-eighteenth century, 
two hundred years after the Coronado expedition. It was 
placed once again in the log cofþn and this time buried 
beneath a concrete ÿoor, unable to rise the surface again.
 Today the structures in the immediate area of the 
church are the heart of the old seventeenth century 
village. Spreading east, west, and south of the plaza are 
later residences dating from the last three centuries. Most 
reÿect the simple one-story, adobe style linear dwellings 
that were common in pueblo villages. 
 Isletaõs great kiva is typical of Rio Grande kivas. 
The single, round structure south of the main plaza 
symbolizes the world. It is entered from the top through 
a ladder. Inside the kiva the roof represents the sky and 
is supported by four large wooden pillars which are 
periodically puriþed by medicine men. Just below the 
ladder entrance is a þreplace where the ÿames are lit 
with a cedar bark torch from the chiefõs house and shrubs 
from the western hills of the pueblo are burned. Horns of 
deer and buffalo hang on the surrounding wall. Outside 
steps leading to the rooftop are located on the south side. 
Secular meetings are not permitted in the kiva, which is 
reserved for rituals and ceremonial dances.
 Today almost þve thousand Isletans live on more 
than 200,000 acres of reservation land around the 
old pueblo. Isleta Pueblo has maintained many of its 
cultural, spiritual, and social traditions, including 
tribal and social divisions common to many of the Rio 
Grande pueblos. Isleta Tiwa have both patrilineal and 
matrilineal traditions, but men have customarily held 
more power and prestige in the pueblo. Aside from 
the family, children are placed in Corn groups, social 
and ceremonial associations that guard and promote 
rituals and traditions in the pueblo. Children are also 
members of moieties and are alternately placed in the 
father or motherõs moiety. As a member of a moiety, 
each is responsible for participating in and preserving 
tribal rituals, especially an annual dance. Two medicine 
societies also serve the pueblo.
 By the early twentieth century buffalo hunting, plant 
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and herbal foraging, and mineral prospecting declined, 
but agriculture continued and the pueblo produced 
corn, beans, and squashes. Railroads and highways 
created strong ties to the Albuquerque economy. Major 
regional roads, which still parallel the old Camino Real 
de Tierra Adentro, and a modern interstate system 
have provided a steady ÿow of visitors. By the 1970s 
Isleta had a mixed economy of tourism, agriculture, 
and light manufacturing. Many residents worked in 
military, commercial, and government operations in the 
Albuquerque area. By the 1990s Isleta expanded with 
the development of recreational and entertainment 
facilities. Today, the pueblo runs proþtable commercial 
and entertainment enterprises that attract thousands of 
visitors from around the world. Few people venture into 
the old historic village center, but many enjoy the tribeõs 
casino and resort, lakes, þshing area, and golf course. 
New Mexicoõs Rail Runner Express station, located on 
NM 47, keeps Isleta well connected with communities 
along the old Camino Real.
 Isleta Pueblo welcomes visitors and remains a popular 
tourist destination, especially in the summer months. 
Tiwa is still spoken throughout the reservation, although 
English is the most commonly used language. In the 
mid-twentieth century there was a revival of pottery, 
turquoise, silver, and gemstone traditions. Today artisans 
from the pueblo produce a variety of þne vessels and 
jewelry available in shops around the pueblo and in area 
galleries. Early ceramic traditions may have continued 
into the nineteenth century but much of the red and grey 
pottery style available today is inÿuenced by the Laguna 
migration. Tiwa breads also are a popular product. 
 Visitors can tour the historic village and church and 
witness several traditional ceremonies as long as they 
respect the puebloõs modest restrictions. The pueblo 
maintains a yearly cycle of ceremonies and celebrations. 
The main one takes place on August 28, the feast day of 
St. Augustine. A harvest festival follows in the early days 
of September. During the celebrations traditional dances 
are performed in the main plaza.

ENDNOTES
1 Adams and Chavez, Missions of New Mexico, 206.
2  Wislizenus, Memoir of a Tour, 26.
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“Women carrying baskets along railroad tracks near Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico,” photograph by George 
Wharton James (?), late 1800s to early 1900s. Courtesy George Wharton James Collection, Braun Research 
Library, Institute for the Study of the American West, Autry National Center, P.8488, www.theautry.org.
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	 Dr. Rowland Willard’s diary is one of the earliest primary 
sources documenting travel and daily life along the Santa 
Fe and El Camino Real trails.  For this reason the National 
Park Service, Long Distance Trails and CARTA funded a 
Challenge-Cost-Share grant to transcribe, edit and annotate 
this American physician’s journal, which the Yale Collection of 
Western Americana at the Beinecke Library obtained in 2005. 
We are grateful to Board member Joy Poole for making this 
important contribution to the Chronicles.
	 Joy Poole’s success in making Dr. Willard’s observations 
accessible nearly two hundred years later is praised by historian 
David J. Weber in a letter to Joy: “What a job you did of 
annotating this. And I know from trying to decipher it at the 
Beinecke how very difþcult the job of transcribing it must have 
been. This is an enormously impressive piece of work. My 
hearty congratulations…This is going to be very valuable for 
people tracing the comings and goings of various Americans in 

this period as well as for those interested in medicine.  Sure is a 
lot of bleeding going on!” 
	 The following excerpt from Dr. Willard’s diary begins 
with his arrival in Taos in July 1825, and concludes with 
his departure from Santa Fe that fall. In the next issue of the 
Chronicles, Dr. Willard continues his journey south along the 
Camino to the city of Chihuahua.

EDITORS
Transcribed by Joy Poole. Annotated by Joy Poole and 
Ben Brown with additional assistance from Frank Norris 
of the National Park Service. Map designed by Brooke 
Safford, Outdoor Recreation Planner/GIS Specialist, 
National Park Service. 

POCKET DIARY—5 in. (14.5 cm) H by 3 ½ in. (9 cm) W 
Paper over wood slat, partial back cover – leather binding.

THE DIARY OF DR. ROWLAND WILLARD (1794–1884), Part I
Transcribed by Joy Poole

Pages from Dr. Willard’s diary (actual size)
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EDITORIAL REMARKS
When editing this historical document we made 
numerous editorial decisions regarding these 19th- 
century diary passages to assist the modern-day reader.  
Dr. Willardõs penmanship was quite small.  In various 
instances it was difþcult to distinguish between the letters 
a and o, or n and r for example. When words contained 
double letters, the acceptable style at that time was to 
insert a capital letter, for example F, M or S in place of 
ff, mm or ss. We have spelled out these words with the 
double letters in lower case. Willardõs spelling of English 
words was usually decipherable, but proper names 
could be spelled any number of ways, and Spanish 
words were often spelled phonetically. In many of these 
instances, we have placed the word in square brackets 
after Willardõs word. The difþculty with proper names 
centers on the numerous spellings of a given name in 
English. For example, on July 10th and subsequently, it 
is impossible to determine whether Stephenõs surname 
was Majors, Marrs or March. The confusion over proper 
names is further compounded by Dr. Willardõs spelling 
of Spanish names such as Bisente for Vicente. Additional 
complications result if Spanish names were used in 
lieu of English, like Jorge versus George. In the early 
Spanish documents, the Spanish recordings of the English 
names were sometimes literal, as with FuerteBrazo for 
Armstrong. Dr. Willard struck out some entries with a 
single line. Where possible we have deciphered these 
strike-outs and left them intact. When ending a thought, 
or more likely for emphasis, Dr. Willard often wrote a 
dash or an underline. There are numerous abbreviations 
using a superscript. Some examples include Col for 
Colonel or Spts for Spirits. These abbreviations have been 
spelled out within square brackets. Punctuation was 
often lacking in Dr. Willardõs diary, so we have inserted 
punctuation when necessary to improve the intelligibility 
of the diary. We have discarded the original format of 
the entries in favor of a chronicle organized by the days 
and/or dates. When Dr. Willard was traveling, there 
were instances when he lost track of the day and/or date. 
In a few cases he wrote two entries on the same day. 
We have enclosed the actual dates or days of the week 
in square brackets. Finally, there are passages that are 
indecipherable, and we have marked them accordingly. 
Despite these idiosyncracies, Dr. Willard left a valuable 
account of travel along the Santa Fe and El Camino Real 
trails, a mere four years after Mexican independence 
opened New Mexico to international trade.    
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BIOGRAPHY
Dr. Rowland Willard was born in Westþeld, New York, 
on August 4, 1794, and died in Haddonþeld, New Jersey, 
on March 10, 1884. He traveled the Ohio River system 
during his youth. He studied carpentry and music, 
and in 1817 moved to St. Charles, Missouri, where he 
studied medicine for the next eight years. He was a 
founding member and ofþcer of the St. Charles Missouri 
Freemasons Grand Lodge #3 (later renamed Hiram Lodge 
#3) between 1819 and 1822. As noted in his diary, he left 
St. Charles in 1825, and traveled to Taos, New Mexico, 
along the Santa Fe Trail. From Taos he traveled south 
along the Camino Real (Chihuahua Trail), administering 
medical advice in Indian pueblos and establishing a 
successful medical practice in Chihuahua, Mexico. 
Three years later, he returned to the United States via 
Matamoros and New Orleans. Willard attended Jefferson 
Medical College in Philadelphia from 1828 to 1829, 
after which he moved to Cincinnati to purchase land 
for investment. He also established a medical practice 
there, which grew to include a wholesale drugstore. In 
1829 Timothy Flint published a brief account of Willardõs 
travels in the Western Monthly Review. The account was 
later reprinted as an appendix to James Ohio Pattieõs 
Personal Narrative in 1831. Willard married Elizabeth S. 
Borland (b. 1814) in Cincinnati, Ohio, on June 27, 1832.  
After their conversion to the Baptist faith a year later, 
the couple moved to Covington, Kentucky, where Dr. 
Willard helped to establish the Western Theological 
Institute. They then moved to Oswego, Indiana. Three 
sons survived childhood; Dr. Lyman L., Dr. Nelson L. and 
Rowland Jr., Ph.D. The Willards retired to Haddonþeld, 
New Jersey, in 1867, where Dr. Willard died seventeen 
years later.
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Several Fangdangoes4 in afternoon & evening. Manners 
extremely rude and uncouth_ Ladies tawney and void 
of beauty or modesty. Commenced giving  Mr. Carrel5  
medicine today.
Monday 4th. This is an anniversary ever dear to an 
American Am determined to commemorate it in some 
wayð Persuade the company to go through & on þring 
evolutions. I also prepared a ÿag on which I placed 
this resemblance of the American Eagle to show to the 
natives our national pride and glory. Several Fandangoes 
all night Our þreing brot many citizens to witness the 
novel scene after the military evolutions were through 
a procession of Citizens & Americans was formed with 
music at the head and marched to every part of the
town under loud exclamations of Viva La Republica   
The recreation of the day was claded6 by two crowded 
Fangdangoes, where every American was invited.
This was somewhat moved to the Americans to see the 
singularity of dress manners and stile and manoeuvres 
in conducting the dance. The Priest7, Alcalde and þrst 
caracters of the place were present8

Tuesday 5th Imploy most of this day 
in reading and writing and feel much 
relieved from the fatigue of the journey. 
Ate some chile in the evening which 
made me quite ill for a few hours.
Wednesday 6th. Bled9 Mr. Storrs10 & a 
Frenchman, gave medicine to an other. 
also obtain a case of mercurial spent most 
of the day in town.
Thursday 7th Custom House Ofþcer 
arrives today. The company much 

agitated consequent to high duties. He however seems 
disposed to favor the Americans as much as possible and 
evade the law. The requisitions of the law is that all good 
shall be rated at the Chihuahua prices to which they add 
25 percent and afterwards charge on that aggragate 15 
percent. There were many articles of goods found to be 
contraband. which the customhouse ofþcer sent to St. Fee 
[Santa Fe]. Paid the old alcalde for 3 meals of vituals and 
considered which man & Co ÿing
Friday 8th Sent for this forenoon to pay duties on 

Friday 1st July encamped last night half way up the 
mountains þne grass wood & water. Heavy showers last 
night Started last morning at 6 passed several snowbanks
this day. road exceedingly steep and rocky. traveled this 
day 25 miles. encamped in 12 mile of TauSe [Taos] The 
atmosphere on the mountains feels like the month of 
march. Strawberries and other vegetation in a blossom. 
Everything exhibits the opening of spring. 
Saturday 2d morning þne gard last night.  Every man 
buisy this morning in shifting clothes and washing off 
some of the grease which has become almost indelible. 
Started this morning at 6. Meet 10 or a dozen Spaniards 
3 miles from town who came to meet us to prevent our 
smugling or hiding goods in the mountains  All goods 
were taken into custody except my own, which I was 
permitted to take. and was conducted to the house of the 
Alkalde1 where I meet with a friendly reception. but on 
being informed that my effects were not altogether safe 
at his hand he having stood in the Pillory for the crime 
of Stealing left his house the next day which is always 
considered an insult (to) by Spaniards. 

Sunday 3d July2 Commenced bourding [boarding] with 
Pablo Luceero3 at 12$ per month at which place I feel 
perfectly saf it having the name of the best house in town. 
Had 2 calls for medical aid.  
Sunday 3d. Appears to be but little regard to religion 
here. They have a mud church of considerable 
magnitude. a short service today. The Priest employed 
most of the day in doing business for the company. 

Close-up of Sunday, 3rd July entry.

Dr. Rowland Willard’s Diary
[July 1, 1825-September 29, 1825]


